
God’s Kingdom & Man’s Ambitions 
2 Samuel 3 

 

In our current Life Group study (The Gospel by Ray Ortland), we recently saw how the 

world’s culture leads and governs by a different set of standards (different beatitudes) 

than those taught by King Jesus.  These worldly ‘beatitudes’ include: 

Blessed are the entitled, for they get their way.  

Blessed are the pushy, for they win.     

Blessed are the vengeful, for they will be feared.     

Blessed are the winners, for they get their way.  
 

After Saul’s death, David continues to exemplify patient submission to God, prayerful 

dependence on God’s direction, and grace towards those who could be considered his 

enemies. This stands in stark contrast to the rival regime of Abner and Ish-bosheth, 

who refuse to accept God’s decreed will to have David as Israel’s king.   
 

In 2 Samuel 3, man’s politics, pragmatism, personal ambition, and revenge seem to 

rule the day.  Even David resorts to problematic policies that will have tragic 

consequences. Yet despite all these flaws and failures, God is at work fulfilling his 

purposes. The story of David and his reign continues to point us to the righteous King 

who is to come – the promised son of David, our Lord Jesus Christ.    
 

Personal ambition & cultural compromise:  

recipe for division today and future devastation (3:1-11) 

 

 

 

Politics, rivalry & revenge:  

worldly methods and motivations that do not further the kingdom (3:12-30) 

 

 

 

Guilt, honor  and gentleness:  

the attitude and actions of David point us to the good and gentle King to come  (3:31-39) 

November 5, 2023 



NOVEMBER 
 

6-7 NC Baptists Annual Meeting (GSO) 

13-15 NC Baptist Ministry Assistant’s Conf. 

16 Red Cross Blood Drive - 10:30am-3:00pm 

20 GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays @ 6:30pm 

21 Thanksgiving Dinner & Service @ 6:00pm 

23-24 Thanksgiving: Church Office Closed 

26 Church Christmas Decorating 


