
How The Mighty Have Fallen: A Beautiful Lament 
2 Samuel 1 

 

In the Hebrew Bible, 1 and 2 Samuel comprise one book. In that form, Samuel begins 
with Hannah’s poetic prayer which announces God’s anointed king (1 Samuel 2:10), 
and it ends with the poetic prayer of David (2 Samuel 22-23). In the middle is the 
account we examine today.  
 

In this passage, we see a lying, conniving Amalekite bring the news of Saul & 
Jonathan’s death. We see David’s heartfelt grief and the high cost of the messenger’s 
miscalculation. We hear David’s beautiful poetic lamentation spoken by David and 
recorded for all Israel to remember.   
 

The death of Saul and his sons was a necessary part of God’s plan, but from a human 
standpoint – from David’s brokenhearted perspective – it was a tragic loss to the 
mourned and remembered.  There were some positive aspects of Saul’s reign, and 
David loved Jonathan deeply. David was not exaggerating when he said of Saul and 
Jonathan that they were “beloved and lovely” (v. 23). These realities are highlighted as 
David grieves and laments their death. “How the mighty have fallen!” (v. 19, 25,26). 
 

A Calculated Misrepresentation (2 Sam 1:1-10) 
 
 
 
A Heartfelt Expression (2 Sam 1:11-12) 
 
 
 
A Costly Miscalculation (2 Sam 1:13-16) 
 
 
 
A Beautiful Lamentation (2 Sam 1:17-27) 
 

 
Applications: 
 

How is it that we do not fear?  There is restraining, refining power in godly fear.   
 

Ultimately no sin is hidden  – and all sin is costly. (Luke 12:2-3) 
 

Through Christ our risen Lord our grief is good, gracious and hope-filled.   

October 22, 2023 



OCTOBER 
PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 

27 Person vs. Williams @ 7pm  
“SENIOR NIGHT” 

29 Fall Family Festival 5:30pm-7pm 

NOVEMBER 
4 Trail Life Hiking @ Eno 
4 AHG OCC Packing Party 

5 Operation Christmas Shoeboxes DUE 
6-7 NC Baptists Annual Meeting (GSO) 

13-15 NC Baptist Ministry Assistant’s Conf. 
16 Red Cross Blood Drive - 10:30am-3:00pm 


