
A Tale of Two Contrasting Kings 
1 Samuel 22 

 
David seems to have bottomed out. He is on the run and hiding. The king he serves wants to 
kill him. He is not safe in his own home. He has had to flee and leave behind his wife, his 
friends (Jonathan), and his spiritual mentor (Samuel). He is not safe among his own people 
(Nob) nor in the land of his enemies (Gath) where he fled in desperation (1 Samuel 21).  
 
Having nowhere else to go, in today’s passage we see David flee into the wilderness and hide 
in a cave. In the darkness of that cave and the despair of his own soul, David sang this sad 
song:  

With my voice I cry out to the LORD; with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD. 
I pour out my complaint before him; I tell my trouble before him. 

...there is none who takes notice of me; no refuge remains to me; no one cares for my soul. 
Attend to my cry, for I am brought very low! 

Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are too strong for me! 
Bring me out of prison, that I may give thanks to your name! (from Psalm 142) 

 
While David is in the darkness of the cave, Saul is in the darkness of his own sin. And 
nowhere is that darkness and depravity more evident than in this chapter where we see Saul 
carry out through his henchman Doeg the slaughter of the innocent priests of Nob and their 
families.   
 
In 1 Samuel 22, we see the stark contrast between two kings. One king is anointed by God, 
the other has is rejected by God. One king is on the run, the other is in ruin. One king trusts 
the Lord and cries out to him, the other trusts no one and kills the priests of the Lord. While 
one king receives and follows the word from the Lord, the other fulfills the word of the Lord 
as he unwittingly proves the sovereignty of God even over the evil designs of His enemies.   
 
As in other chapters of 1 Samuel, we find ourselves wanting to identify with characters in the 
story.  We might ask, “am I more like David or more like Saul?” Or we might think, “what can 
I do to be more like David and less like Saul?”    
 
While those are valid considerations, let’s instead make this our primary question today: 
“what is it like to be led by men like this?”; “Who would I want as my king?” In this tale of 
two contrasting kings, we get a picture of David, a king who Christ-like – who points us to 
Christ – and Saul, a king who is an antichrist. One ruler rages and kills. The other welcomes, 
provides, and offers us safety.  His invitation is “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.” 

August 13, 2023 



AUGUST 
14 Roxboro Christian Academy First Day of  School 

17 Roxboro Community School First Day of School 

18 Person vs. Ben L. Smith (Home) @ 7pm 

21 Bethel Hill Charter School First Day of School 

25 AHG Talent Showcase @ 6pm 

25 MEMBERSHIP CLASS @ 6PM 

25 Person @ Halifax Co. (VA) @ 7pm 

27 Communion 

28 Person County Schools First Day of School 

28 GriefShare: Loss of Spouse  @ 6:30pm 

28 AHG/TLU Open Houses @ 6:30pm 


