
Provision, Protection & Praise 
1 Samuel 21; Psalm 56; Psalm 34 (pew Bible pgs. 244; 476; 463-464) 

 

In great works of literature, there is always a story within a story, plots and sub-plots that eventually 

come together in the end according to the design and determination of the author. Within these plots 

and sub-plots, there are key themes and ideas that thread their way throughout the storyline.   

 

The Bible is God’s story. God wrote it and He is the main character. More specifically, the main 

character is God as He reveals Himself to us in the Person of Jesus Christ. The plots and subplots of 

the story all point to Christ and the redemptive plan of God that centers on Him.   

 

There are several key themes and ideas that make up the complete Biblical picture. Many of these are 

summarized early in 1 Samuel by Hannah, a barren woman whose desperate situation is reversed by 

God’s gracious provision. Hannah’s prayer (1 Samuel 2) highlights these themes that include 

provision, protection, reversal, rescue, retribution, and resurrection. Her prayer ends with this 

confident declaration: “The Lord…will give strength to His king and exalt the horn of His anointed”. 

 

In 1 Samuel 21, it does NOT look like the Lord’s anointed king, David, is strong and exalted. Instead, 

he is being hunted and pursued. 1 Samuel 21:10 summarizes this season of David’s life: “And David 

rose and fled that day from Saul…”. 1 Samuel 21 is not an easy chapter to read and understand. The 

story line is complicated and confusing, so it’s important that we follow this basic hermeneutical 

principle: Scripture interprets Scripture. When we let Scripture interpret 1 Samuel 21, we see a story 

within the story. In the craziness of David’s words and actions, we see the underlying story of God’s 

care for His people, His provision, and His Protection. All this ultimately leads to the praise of God: 

Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together! (Psalm 34:3) 

 

David and the Holy Bread: Provision from God (1 Sam 21:1-9, Matt 12:1-8) 

 

David and the King of Gath: Protection from God (1 Sam 21:10-15) 

 

David and the Songs He Wrote: Prayer & Praise to God (Ps 56 & 34)  

 

July 30, 2023 



AUGUST 
6 Communion 

6 Trail Life Leader’s Meeting @ 3:15pm 

11-12 AHG Leader Training & Campout 

16 Life Group @ 12:30pm @ WBC 

18 Person High vs. Ben L. Smith High (Home) @ 7pm 

25 AHG Talent Showcase @ 6pm 

25 MEMBERSHIP CLASS @ 6PM 

25 Person High @ Halifax Co. (VA) High @ 7pm 

28 GriefShare: Loss of Spouse  @ 6:30pm 

28 AHG/TLU Open Houses @ 6:30pm 


