
Faith Sustained in Covenant 
1 Samuel 20 (pew Bible pgs. 243-244) 

 
For every one of us, every day is filled with decisions. Some of those are small and 
seemingly insignificant issues with little at stake. Some days those decisions can 
change the course of our lives and the lives of people we care about. Most of 1 Samuel 
20 is dialogue between David and Jonathan, and the language indicates the 
conversation and the decisions involved are life changing for both of them. Both must 
choose between conflicting loyalties; both must choose between personal ambition 
and gain or the will and purposes of God. How will they decide? What will be the basis 
of these decisions?  
 
In 1 Samuel 20:8, David says to Jonathan, “deal kindly with your servant, for you have 
brought your servant into a covenant of the LORD with you.”  “Covenant” is the basis 
of the decisions David and Jonathan make. The words and images of covenant love are 
throughout this passage. Based on God’s covenant relationship with David and 
Jonathan, and based on their covenant relationship with each other, God’s purposes 
and plans take priority over their own.     
 
Last week, we saw the reality that faith can be shaken by fears and frustrations that 
assail us. We also saw the reality that faith can be strengthened as we see God 
protecting us. This week in David and Jonathan’s lives, the reality our faith is 
sustained by God’s covenant love for us. Therefore, like Jonathan and David, we can 
seek first God’s kingdom above our own (Matt 6:33) and trust him with the results.   
 
Faith is sustained by covenant love that clarifies our confusion (20:1-11)  

 

Faith is sustained by covenant love that secures our future (20:12-17)  

 

Faith is sustained by covenant love that supersedes our personal ambitions (20:18-34) 

 

Faith is sustained by covenant love that establishes our peace (20:35-42) 

July 30, 2023 



JULY 

ALL MONTH - ELDER NOMINATIONS 

31-August 4 Be Do Tell Summer Camp @ Ft. Caswell 

AUGUST 

6 Communion 

25 AHG Talent Showcase @ 6pm 

25 MEMBERSHIP CLASS @ 6PM 

27 Communion 

28 GriefShare: Loss of Spouse  @ 6:30pm 

28 AHG/TLU Open Houses @ 6:30pm 


