
The Promised King in the Book of Ruth 
Ruth 3: Hope, Risk, Integrity, & the Hidden Hand of God  

 

Sometimes it seems God has forgotten his ‘hesed’ love. We see our circumstances through the lens 

of emotion rather than faith and conclude that God’s covenant faithfulness has been set aside for a 

time. We’ve seen this in the story of Naomi and Ruth. Yet, as this story continues to unfold, we see 

in Ruth and Boaz and Naomi the reality that God will never leave or forsake his own (Hebrews 

13:5), and he will be faithful to provide all we need and more as we trust in him (Psalm 37:3-4). God 

works through the bitter and the sweet to bring this about.   
 

This provision always comes within the context of God’s sovereign purposes. And those plans, more 

often than not, are worked out and accomplished through the mysterious combination of God’s 

providential care and guidance along with our praying, waiting, and working. This is what we see 

unfolding in Ruth, especially in chapter three.    
 

In the third chapter of Ruth, we see a change in Naomi. God has shown himself a faithful provider. 

Through God’s kindness, Ruth’s initiative and hard work, and Boaz’s generosity, Naomi’s emptiness 

and negativity have been reversed. Now we find her hoping and planning – some would say 

scheming – for Ruth to find a husband and all the security and provision that comes with that. The 

threshing floor plan is filled with unfamiliar cultural practices and contextual nuance. The narrative 

is filled with words that can have multiple meanings and not-so-subtle sexual undertones. The 

scene is provocative. On a practical level, it seems to be a risky scheme. On a much deeper level, we 

see the worthy character of Ruth and Boaz. Their integrity and holiness are apparent as we see the 

hidden hand of God governing actions, reactions, and responses that accomplish his good plans.   

 

God has a wonderful plan for Ruth’s life, and so does Naomi! (Ruth 3:1-5) 

 

Ruth and Boaz’s risky encounter on the threshing floor, which God blesses! (Ruth 3:6-13) 

 

The morning after back at home, waiting in faith…..again! (Ruth 3:14-16) 

 

The real love story behind this love story – our Redeemer.  

 

Applications: 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

December 11, 2022 



How do we see the truth of Proverbs 16:9 played out in Ruth 3? How have you come to understand the 
balance between planning our way and trusting in the Lord to establish our steps? 
 
What is the benefit of having to wait on the Lord? How have you experienced God’s goodness in the 
midst of waiting? 
 
How does this idea of God as redeemer shape or color the Christmas season? What thoughts or 
responses are stirred within your heart and mind when you hear that term in reference to Jesus?  

(336) 599-1982 
westwoodroxboro@gmail.com 

www.westwoodfamilyorg 
 

Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm 

Other times by appointment. 

Mailing Address:  
970 Leasburg Road 

Roxboro NC 27573-5470 

December 

12 GS: Surviving the Holidays @ 6:30 p.m. 

21 Christmas Caroling @ 6 p.m. 

23 Church Office Closed 

24 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE @ 6 P.M. 

25 Worship Service ONLY @ 10:30 a.m. 

26 Church Office Closed 

30 Church Office Closed 


