
The Promised King: When There Was No King 
Judges 17-21 

 
The Book of Judges is dark and ugly. The reason for this is stated explicitly: “In those days there was no king 
in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6, 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). These final five 
chapters in Judges describe how bad things became in Israel during the time when “everyone did what was 
right in his own eyes.” We encounter homemade religion, moral bankruptcy, injustice, and civil war. What we 
see at the end of Judges is a sad transformation as the Israelites become like the Canaanites.    
 
This is not the end of the story. The Promised King is coming. But not yet. There is still no king in Israel. 
These final chapters of Judges are proof of that reality.    
 

Micah and his homemade religion: a microcosm.  Judges 17 
 

 
The people of Dan and their self-directed conquest: a violent delusion. Judges 18 

 
 

A Levite, his concubine, and a dark night in Gibeah: depravity displayed. Judges 19 
 

 
The Levite’s half-truths and Israel’s costly retribution: civil war. Judges 20 

 
 

Israel’s self-inflicted dilemma and misguided solution: the chaos continues.  Judges 21 
 
Conclusion: This kind of moral, political, social, and spiritual chaos is what happens when people are left to 
themselves without spiritual guidance to do whatever they want. Judges leaves us yearning for such a king. 
God would eventually establish his ideal king, one after his own heart, David. From David, he has now 
established his ultimate ideal king, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Applications: 
Judges is a mirror of our heart – we are all prone to wander. 

 
Leadership matters – who/what is leading you, your family, this church?   

 
Everyday moral/ethical decisions matter. There are no insignificant decisions when it comes to our faith and 
life.   

 
Our perspective matters – our identity, our hope, and our confidence in Christ is what anchors us in this 
“Canaanized” culture in which we live.  
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What happens to our understanding of the gospel (and how it applies to ourselves and the world 
around us) if we don’t admit to our own inherent sinfulness? 

 
How does the idea of the idol of “my family/people/tribe” resonate with and challenge you? How can 
this lead to our being “Canaanized?” How can we continually assess this and resist this? 

 
How can we know if our minds, hearts, or actions are being led by the wrong influences? Do you 
think it is easy to be deceived by the “leaders” we allow to influence us? If so, how?  
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westwoodroxboro@gmail.com 
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Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm 

Other times by appointment. 

Mailing Address:  
970 Leasburg Road 

Roxboro NC 27573-5470 

November 
17 Red Cross Blood Drive-10:30a.m.-3p.m. 
22 Thanksgiving Service @ 7p.m. 
24-25 Church Office Closed 
27 Christmas Decorating (after service) 
 

December 
3 Women’s Min Christmas Event 
4 Kid’s Christmas Program @ 6p.m. 
7 Member’s Business Meeting @ 6:30p.m. 
12 GS: Surviving the Holidays @ 6:30p.m. 


