February 6, 2022
From Alienation to Reconciliation
How Do We Live Out the Ministry of Reconciliation?
Ephesians 2:11–17
Last week we saw the reality of cultural and racial alienation between Jews and Gentiles that
existed in Paul’s day (2:11). We also saw that this cultural alienation is rooted in the reality
of spiritual alienation - the reality of sin and our separation from God (2:12). “But now”,
Paul writes, this reality is changed – things are different. Christ is the one changes our
status from “separated” and “alienated” to “brought near”. He is the one who brings
reconciliation to the hopeless and godless. Jesus is the one who breaks down the walls that
divide racially and culturally diverse people and “he himself is our peace who has made us
both one” (2:13-16). Jesus is the one who is creating in himself one new man in the place of
two. On the cross, he has killed the hostility. He himself has accomplished the reconciliation
between God and man. This is the reality of what Christ has done for us by his blood on the
cross. It is this vertical reconciliation between God and man that is the foundation of the
horizontal reconciliation between racially different people.
Part of the good news of the gospel is that reconciliation has been accomplished. But the
spiritual reality of what has been accomplished is not yet been fully realized here on earth.
The supernatural unity that Jesus prayed for (John 17) and bought with his life’s blood is
not yet the reality here in our world, nor in our country, nor in our community, nor in our
neighborhood.
Recognizing the challenge of reconciliation accomplished vs. reconciliation realized, how do
we live out the ministry of reconciliation that God has commanded us to pursue? How do we
love our neighbor as ourselves in this present dark evil age?
Remember the glory of God’s multi-ethnic vision. (Gen. 3, Matt. 28, Rev. 5:9, Rev. 21-22)
Recognize the reality of this present evil age and its impact on us. (Gal. 1:4)
Rejoice in the reality of the triumph of Christ and the reconciliation accomplished. (Eph.
2:14-ff)
Resolve to be committed to the ministry of reconciliation through the power of the Holy
Spirit individually and corporately.

What comes to mind for you when you hear the word reconciliation? How has this passage and this week’s
message impacted your understanding of it?
What are some of the aspects of this present age that you see affecting your own mind and heart? How
should we go about combating that as we seek to be gospel people?
What is one step that you feel compelled to take toward being committed to the ministry of reconciliation?
How can your group pray for you to embrace the role of ambassador of Christ with greater intentionality?
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