May 23, 2021
Living in Light of the End
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
This morning we are taking a brief departure from our study through the book of
Revelation, but we will continue to consider what Scripture has to say about the end
to which our sovereign Lord is bringing all of history. In his first letter to the
Thessalonians, Paul is compelled to offer insight into the curiosity, questions, and
confusion of the believers in that city as to what all that end entails. The Apostle
responds not by offering further details in an effort to scratch their curious itch, but
instead by offering encouragement concerning how the certainty of the coming Day
of the Lord should affect the lives of believers in the here and now. Just like for us in
our day, the present circumstances for those believers caused them to long for that
day, which is a good thing, and they longed to know how all the pieces fit together.
And like believers today, they had a choice to make. Would they embrace the façade
of peace offered by the surrounding culture, or would they press on in obedience and
faith by resting in the certainty (although lack of complete understanding) of God’s
promises for then, even if it resulted in suffering in the present?
The Truth of Christ’s Return (v. 1-2)

The Contrasting Postures (v. 3-5)

The Exhortation (v. 6-11)

How has our continued look to the end God will bring about strengthened you in your walk with Christ? What
has it compelled you to do?
What are some various offerings of peace that many have placed their hope in? What makes them so
persuasive and dangerous to the hearts and minds of believers?
What does it actually look like for the believer to dress him or herself in the armor that Paul urges us to wear?
What do we have to believe about God and the gospel in order to live in these ways?
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