July 26, 2020
My Humble Prayer and Confident Hope
Psalm 119:17-24
[17] Deal bountifully with your servant, that I may live and keep your word. [18] Open my
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. [19] I am a sojourner on the
earth; hide not your commandments from me! [20] My soul is consumed with longing for
your rules at all times. [21] You rebuke the insolent, accursed ones, who wander from your
commandments. [22] Take away from me scorn and contempt, for I have kept your
testimonies. [23] Even though princes sit plotting against me, your servant will meditate
on your statutes. [24] Your testimonies are my delight; they are my counselors. (Psalm
119:17–24, Gimel)
As a faithful follower of Jesus, like our Lord, it is inevitable that you will face opposition,
ridicule, criticism as you walk with him. After all, the Psalmist says, you are “a sojourner on
this earth” (v19). When that happens, these verses are a God-given guide. In fact, the Bible
itself can become your counselor (v24), but only if you have the eyes to see the “wonderous
things” (v18) in the Scriptures. So, the Psalmist prays that God will open his eyes to see
these truths. Jesus is our “Wonderful Counselor” (Isaiah 9:6), and it is in the pages of his
Word that we find his wonderful counsel and comfort. All that we need for our sojourn in
this place, all that we need to ‘live and keep his word” while we are here (v17) is found in
Christ. This section of Psalm 119 is a humble prayer and a confident statement of faith.
The Humble Servant’s Prayer: “As I walk in this world, I ask you to give me everything I
need to live for you”. (Psalm 119:17-20)

The Hurting Servant’s Confidence: As I walk in obedience in the face of persecution, I can
trust God to handle the opposition and guide my steps. (Psalm 119:21-24)

How does being a “sojourner on the earth” change the way we both understand and participate in our
culture? What difference should that aspect of our identity make?
How does v. 18 look in real life? What does the life lived in accordance with that request look like in
action?
Are there other testimonies that you are prone to delight in and seek as counselors more than God’s
Word? Why should God’s Word have priority in this way in your life? What are the dangers of getting that
out of balance?
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