May 17, 2020
I Will Wait for the Lord
Psalm 130

Psalm 130 is entitled A Song of Ascents. It was recited or sung as God’s people journeyed to Jerusalem to
keep the feasts of the Lord. As they made their way to gather for worship this Psalm helped them turn their
hearts to the Lord. The Psalms of Ascent have been called Songs for the Journey.
As we journey through these strange and difficult days, it’s good for us to consider this psalm and think on
its themes. Those who have placed their faith in Christ for salvation are trusting that God is faithful and
caring towards his own. Yet we often experience great pain and adversity that would seem to suggest
otherwise. Psalm 130 addresses this tension. The Psalmist reminds us that God hears our cries for mercy,
and that our need for that mercy goes much deeper than our external circumstances. Our deepest need is
God’s forgiveness. Our cries for mercy depend on his willingness to hear and forgive. That forgiveness
springs forth from God’s character – his holiness, his faithfulness to his Word, his covenant love and his
abundant grace.
Genuine worship flows from the heart that is willing to trust God and wait on him; willing to trust him and
his word, willing to rest in the reality of the salvation we have in Christ. This is the basis of our hope. That
hope will never be disappointed; that hope will never put us to shame. (Rom 5:5)
I Cry Out for Mercy as I Wait for the Lord vv1-2

I Am Covered with Forgiveness, and Should Be Filled with Fear as I Wait for the Lord vv3-4

I Am Hopeful as I Wait for the Lord vv5-6

I Rejoice in His Salvation as I Wait for the Lord vv7-8

What are the I’ll effects on our spiritual walk when we forget our need for mercy and grace?
What has this present season taught you about waiting, and especially about waiting on the
Lord?
What has this season taught you about worship within the waiting?
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