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John is known as “the apostle of love.” It is said that when John was an old man, when he
couldn't walk anymore, they carried him in on a chair, and as they did he would exhort the
brethren, saying, “Love one another.”
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John’s word to them was not new. He says, “this is the message you have heard from the
beginning”. (I Jn. 3:11) It's the message that Jesus brought. It's the message of the whole
Scriptures, that we're to love the brethren.’
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The challenge for us today is that we’ve heard this before, many times before–as John is
reminding his audience that they've heard it before. This brings with it the temptation
that familiarity breeds contempt. ‘We've heard this message before,’ John says, but now
we must pay attention to it, it's an important message for us as we begin this new year.
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The Test of Love
We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers.
Whoever does not love abides in death. (1 John 3:14)
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The Illustration of Love
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our
lives for the brothers. (I John 3:16)
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The Assurance of Love
By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before him; [20]
for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows
everything. (1 John 3:19–20
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In what ways are you in danger of living according to a culturally defined love rather than a biblically
defined love?
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Over the last year, how have you experienced biblical expressions of love within the context of the
Body of Christ?
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What commitment might you consider making for growing in this manner of love within the Body in
2020?
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