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The First Sunday in Advent: The Promise
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Today we begin the season of Advent. The Latin word means “coming”, so each Sunday as
we gather for worship, we will light one of four candles in the Advent wreath, each
representing a different aspect of the coming of Jesus into our world. The final candle in
the center, the Christ candle, will be lit on the evening of our Christmas Eve service.
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This week we light the Prophecy candle. As we do, we think about the Scriptural promises
that spoke of the coming Christ. When you really think about it, it is a stunning reality that
God would plan and promise such a rescue for rebellious sinners. Paul David Trip
writes, “Sadly, many of us aren’t gripped by the stunningly magnificent events and truths
of the birth of Jesus anymore. Sadly, many of us are no longer gripped by wonder as we
consider what this story tells us about the character and plan of God. Sadly, many of us are
no longer humbled by what the incarnation of Jesus tells us about ourselves. Our eyes
have gone lazy and our hearts have grown cold.” (Come, Let Us Adore Him p.11)
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We are praying that as we think about the prophetic promises of God, as we focus on the
place where Jesus was born, as we stand with the humble shepherds and as we hear again
the message of the angels, we will be amazed - not just at the Christmas story – but at the
whole redemptive story of God that gave us the Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
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How did this week’s message direct your focus towards Jesus in this Christmas season?
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How do you plan to keep your focus on Jesus as we approach Christmas?
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What are some tangible ways you can reach out and bless your neighbors in the coming
weeks as we approach the Christmas season?
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Dec 1 - Christmas Decorating
Dec 7 - Helping Hands Day
Dec 11 - Church Conference
Dec 15 - Children’s Christmas Program
Dec 21 - Adult Choir Christmas Cantata
Dec 22 - 10am Worship Service Only
Dec 24 - Candlelight & Communion Service
Dec 29 - 10am Worship Service Only
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