
Shipwrecked Under the Sovereign Hand of God 

Acts 27:1 – 28:10 (pew Bible pg. 936-937) 

 

When we began our study in the book of Acts, this was the commission given by Christ:   

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 

1:8) As we near the end of Acts, that commission is reaching ‘the end of the earth’ as it was 

then known.   
 

Rome was the center of the world in Paul’s day, and at the center of Paul’s ministry plans.   

It was the desire of his heart to take the gospel to the far reaches of the gentile world, with 

Rome as the jumping off point. The long difficult journey that takes him there comes to its 

dramatic end in today’s passage.    
 

This is an amazing, well-written account. As we read it, two extremes should be avoided.  

Some say the story is just that – a preexisting storm narrative that Luke inserted Paul into 

as a central character. (Merida) This view cannot be supported and should be rejected.  

The other extreme is to make the story an allegory about the storms of life with every 

detail having a symbolic meaning. This passage is much more than an allegory.   
 

This event really happened, and from this account we can receive great encouragement 

and confidence as we walk with God on mission and seek to fulfill his commission.     

 
Common sense and wisdom under the sovereign hand of God (27:1-12) 

 
Revelation and encouragement under the sovereign hand of God (27:13-26) 

 
Practical advice and thanksgiving under the sovereign hand of God (27:27-39) 

 
Mercy and safety under the sovereign hand of God (27:40-28:10) 
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Nov 4 - AHG / TLU 

Nov 4 - GriefShare 

Nov 5 - Celebrate Recovery 

Nov 8 - PHS @ NE Guilford  (Final Game) 

Nov 9 - PCLC Cooking Class 

Nov 11 - Veteran’s Day 

Nov 15 - Membership Class 

Nov 18 - GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays 

In what ways did Paul display effective spiritual and practical leadership on this trip? What are the spiritual 
distinguishing attributes that set Paul apart from the others who journeyed with him?  
 

What do we learn about friendship from this passage? Why are Christian friendships so important to individual 
believers, and how do we see Paul valuing friendships in this narrative? 
 

How do we see kindness extended from Paul toward non-believers, even in the face of their own stubbornness 
and foolishness? How do we see kindness extended from non-believers?  
How should we respond to the hospitality and kind invitations of non-believers? 
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