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Gospel Encouragement
Acts 20:1-12 (pew Bible pg. 929)
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While you may not be able to name the specific characters, many of us are vaguely familiar with the
story of the boy who falls asleep in a late-night church service while Paul preaches on (and on and
on), and then falls out of the window. After his deadly three-story fall, God restored his life, and Paul
went right on with his teaching until daybreak. Perhaps you can identify with the Sunday morning
struggle with slumber. But the focus of this passage isn’t about the importance of staying awake in
corporate worship (although that’s important!).
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Today’s passage is about encouragement, more specifically, Gospel encouragement. We see it in
verse one, in verse two, and again in verse twelve. The Greek word is the same in all three verses.
Encouragement is prominent throughout the New Testament. It has been said, “encouragement is
like oxygen in the life of a church. It keeps hearts beating, minds clear, and hands inspired to serve.”
Because encouragement is so important to the church, God doesn’t merely recommend it; he
explicitly commands it (1 Thess. 4:18, 5:11; Heb. 3:13, 10:24-25).
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Our hearts are fickle and prone to wander; our enemy never sleeps, and the influences of this world
constantly pull at our hearts. Knowing the reality of this spiritual war and knowing how badly
believers need to be encouraged in their walk with Christ, Paul makes several trips to build up the
believers. Encouragement was a priority in Paul’s ministry. It needs to be a priority for us.
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It’s a great privilege to give Christ-exalting encouragement to our brothers and sisters in Christ. It’s a
great blessing to receive it from others! Let’s look at how we can both give and receive Gospel
encouragement.
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In this chaotic world, we need encouragement. (20:1)
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In our normal daily walk, we need encouragement. (20:2)
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In our corporate times of worship, we receive and give encouragement. (20: 7)
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In the extraordinary works of God, we receive encouragement. (20:8-12)
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How does gospel encouragement differ from the world’s definition of encouragement? What
are the ill effects from bringing the world’s version into the life of the Body?
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In what ways must we grow as individuals in order to be equipped and ready to offer gospel
encouragement? Are you currently walking in this way?
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Can you recall and share about times in your life when you received true gospel
encouragement?
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