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Letting the Word Do Its Work
Acts 17:1-15 (pew Bible pg. 926)
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The book of Acts began with this commission: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8) We have been following the progress of the gospel as it went out from
Jerusalem, into the surrounding regions, and then in Acts 16, all the way into Europe. Traveling on
the amazing network of Roman roads, Paul and his mission team come to the important cities of
Thessalonica and Berea. This is where we find them in today’s passage in Acts 17. The Berean and
Thessalonian churches have much to teach us today, particularly in terms of how we should hear,
consider, and obey God’s Word.
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In Acts 17, it is said of the Christians that “they have turned the world upside down” (17:6). Kent
Hughes says, “In one sense, what they said was true, though in its natural state the world is already
upside-down. The world was turned wrong-side-up at the Fall and has being going in reverse ever
since. So, when men and women in Thessalonica were turned around by Christ, everyone else saw
them as upside-down. A believer lives right-side-up in a topsy-turvy world.” (Acts: The Church Afire)
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The way the early church went about upending the world was through the proclamation and living
out of the gospel. They proclaimed Christ as King and lived accordingly. The preaching and teaching
of the Christ-centered Scriptures impacted the world in a big way because if Jesus is Lord—and he
is—then everything changes. When we hear, consider, obey and share God’s Word, that Word, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, does its work. The world is turned upside down - or more accurately – right
side up!

The way the early church went about upending the world was through the proclamation and living
out of the gospel. They proclaimed Christ as King and lived accordingly. The preaching and teaching
of the Christ-centered Scriptures impacted the world in a big way because if Jesus is Lord—and he
is—then everything changes. When we hear, consider, obey and share God’s Word, that Word, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, does its work. The world is turned upside down - or more accurately – right
side up!

The Word Shared, Received and Rejected (Acts 17:1-9)
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The Word Shared, Received, Examined and Believed (Acts 17:10-15)
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In regard to your “one,” have you considered how you might give the gift of the Word to them
and allow space for the Word to do its work in their hearts? If not, how might you consider
doing that? Can you say you have confidence in the Word in that way?
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In his sermon Gerald asked, “Have you gotten lazy and sloppy” in your time in the Word? As
the summer comes to a close, is it time for you to make a renewed commitment to abiding in
the Scriptures?
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