
The Church That “Gets It” 
Acts 13: 1-12 (pew Bible pg. 921) 

 

So far in Acts, the gospel has advanced outside of Jerusalem mainly because of persecution and 

God’s direct intervention in individual’s lives. In other words, the mission of reaching the nations 

with the gospel has been forced. As Christians were scattered, they carried the gospel with them, and 

by God’s grace, made many new disciples. In today’s passage, for the first time, we see an intentional, 

planned mission strategy flowing out of a local church.    
 

The church in Antioch is beginning to get it. They are the first church to, as a whole, understand that 

God’s heart is to reach the ends of the earth with the good news of Jesus Christ. They ‘get it’ because 

they are a diverse congregation led by a diverse, Spirit-filled leadership team. They ‘get it’ because 

they are serious about worshipping/serving God and seeking his will. They ‘get it’ because they are 

following the leadership of the Holy Spirit. They ‘get it’ because they are willing to go out on mission 

knowing their obedience comes at a cost. They ‘get it’ because they know that in spite of opposition, 

in the end, Jesus wins! (as we saw last week) Here are some characteristics of a church that “gets it’.   

 
The Leadership:   
Different kinds of men were called and gifted by God to shepherd this diverse church.  
 
 
The Church:    
A church focused on worship and prayer has a heart and vision to participate in God’s mission.   
 
 
The Mission:    
Missions is a joint effort - the Spirit directs while the church affirms trains and sends 
 
 
The Message:    
The Word proclaimed will be opposed by some and embraced by others.   
 
 
Applications: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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May 14 - Building & Grounds Committee 

May 16-18 - NC Disaster Relief Trip 

May 17 - MLM Baccalaureate Service 

May 26 - Directory Pictures 

May 27 - Church Office Closed 

June 14 - Membership Class 

The mission of this early church was fueled by worship/service and prayer/fasting. 
How can we trace a lack of intentional mission in our own lives back to a 
deficiency in these areas? 
 

What does this week’s passage and message teach you about the nature of 
evangelism?  
 

What does this passage teach you about opposition to the gospel? 
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