
How God Grows a Church 

Acts 16:11-40 (pew Bible pg. 925-926) 
 

In last week’s passage, we saw how God guides us. We saw that as we walk with God, He 

directs the details of our lives for the accomplishment of His will and the spread of His 

worship in the world.  
 

In today’s passage, we see God guiding his mission team to the city of Philippi. Paul and his 

team stayed in this city for an unknown period of time, but while they were there God used 

them to plant a church. While several people were probably converted during this time (see v. 

40), Luke only records three conversions in Acts 16. These are recorded to show us “how God 

breaks down dividing barriers and can unite in Christ people of very different kinds” (John 

Stott). These encounters should encourage us as we behold God at work transforming people 

by his power and grace. They should also instruct us as we consider how three very different 

people, in three very different conversions, were reached by the one and only Savior. Today 

we see how Jesus opens hearts to his Word; how he rescues those in bondage through his 

power; and how he transforms whole households through the gospel. This is how God 

grows his church.   

 

God grows his church as hearts  

are opened to the spoken word. (Acts 16: 11-15) 

 

 

 

 

God grows his church as individuals  

are freed from satanic bondage.  (Acts 16: 16-24) 

 

 

 

 

God grows his church as whole households  

are transformed by the gospel. (Acts 16: 25-ff) 
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NOW - Football Ministry Sign Up 
August 23 - Person vs. Jordan High 

 

Do you see yourself and the way God brought you to himself in salvation in any of the three characters 
we meet in Acts 16? If so, how?  
 

Do you see ‘your one’ in any of these characters? How does this week’s passage and message encourage 
you as you seek to make the gospel known to them? 
 

How does this week’s passage and message help us understand the day-to-day and situation-by-situation 
nature of evangelism? What does this mean for how we seek to be faithful proclaimers of the gospel? 
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