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Commended to the Grace of God
Acts 15:36 — 16:5 (pew Bible pg. 924-925)

In today’s sermon text, Paul and Silas begin a second missionary journey. As they leave, they are
“commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord”. (Acts 15:40). The church “handed them
over” into God’s grace. In Romans 5: 2 Paul writes, Through him we have also obtained access
by faith into this grace in which we stand..... Through the grace of God the early church lived
in a new spiritual environment. So do we! No longer are we under the reign of the law, the never
-ending treadmill of works-based religion (Acts 13:39). We are now living in the realm of grace.
Grace is our new environment — it is the spiritual air we breathe. We live in grace in relationship
to God, in relationship to our church family, and we live in grace in our relationship with the
community and world around us.

Because we have been delivered from the domain of darkness and transferred into the kingdom
of His beloved Son (Colossians 1:13), everything is different. Everything is not perfect, not yet
anyway, but it is different. Our sermon text reveals what it looks like to live in the grip of God’s
grace while in fellowship with one another and on mission in our world.

Grace understands that making disciples
requires ongoing relationships (15:36)

Grace doesn’t erase the potential
for relational conflict and separation (15:37-40)

Grace enables the gospel to advance
through conflict and separation (15:41 & 16:5)

Grace guides our decisions towards
what is best for the growth of the gospel (16:1-3)

Grace grows our love for Christ and his church,
and our desire to see it strengthened for growth (16:4-5)
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Weekly Discipleship Guide

Use this guide to help you reflect upon and internalize today's passage and message! Using a
journal or a notebook, follow the daily prompts below. We also use these guides to guide our
discussions in our Life Groups each week as we seek to grow together in the Word!

Sund ay In your journal, reflect on today’s sermon by answering the following: N
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Mond ay Spend some time today doing the following: )

Read the sermon passage again.
Select a portion of this week’s sermon passage to memorize this week.

Write your selected portion and read it to yourself at least 10 times
throughout the day and meditate on that portion this week.

Know >Be

7

Tue Sday In your journal, spend some time writing about the following: N\

Read the sermon passage again.

Write a prayer of response, specifically guided by the passage.
(May include adoration, confession/repentance, thanksgiving, petition, etc...)

\ Continue to meditate on a memorize the selection you chose from yesterday. Be)

Wednesd =30 Think about this week’s questions for group discussion: )

How does the element of grace change the way we deal with real disagreements in the Body of
Christ?

How does a firm confidence in the sovereignty of God change the way we deal with those
disagreements?

How does our identity as Kingdom people change our objectives for the outcome of
disagreements? How does this affect the way we deal with them? B DO
\. e > Vo /

Thu rSday In your journal, spend some time considering the following: N

What insights have you gained while internalizing this week’s passage?
How specifically will you seek to apply its truths in your home/workplace/life
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July 24 - Katie’s Klass

July 23 - Summer Nights Kid’s Club
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